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Abstract

Epistemological Theory in Islamic Thought and its Reflections on the Arab
Contemporary Educational practices

Prepared By: Mohammad Al- Tartoury
The Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Abdullah Oweidat

The aim of this research is to look into the Epistemological Theory in

Islamic Thought and it's Reflections on the Arab Contemporary Educational
practices. In order to achieve that, the researcher applied the qualitative
research approach through the application of the analytical and descriptive
approach. The problem of the research was identified by raising a number of
guestions regarding the aspects of the epistemological theory in the
philosophical thought in general, and Islamic thought in particular; the status of
the contemporary Arab educational practices and the implications affected by
the epistemological theory on the Islamic thought in terms of the formation of
the current status of the Arab educational practices as well as the proposed
mechanisms to solve the contemporary educational and cultural problems

impacting the Arab educational practices through the epistemological trend.

The study embarked upon a number of conclusions including, the
epistemological theory in Islamic thought which is based on three basic trends:
the explicative trend which is governed by two principles; separation and
permission, these two principles resulted in marginalization of the necessary
mental principles, the abolition of the cause and effect rule and violating norms,
this trend is represented by prudent and speech of philosophers of the Arab-
Islamic civilization. The Gnosis trend which is based on intuition and inspiration
and obtaining knowledge without relying on deduction, Indeed it is away from

the scientific based epistemological methodology.
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Islamic Gnosis affected a firm sense of irrationality in Islamic
epistemology both in terms of methodology and vision, forming the magical

“l”

perspective of the universe. The first person “I” became predominant with the
Gnosis, in addition to the principle of Gnosis revelation that led the Gnosis to
resort to superstitious and mythical thought; and to the world of mythology. The
sense of knowing dominated the thought of Esoteric, the Illumines and Sufis of
the Arab-Islamic civilization. The demonstration trend is the one based on
accrediting the basic mental knowledge as the starting point of building up all
the human knowledge based on experience and intuition and on knowledge
transferred over of both the Holy Quran and the Sunat, thus demonstration is
the same like rationalism which is an integrated epistemological methodology
containing the three knowledge sources (mind, experience or intuition, and
revelation). This trend is represented by the Rationalists and followers of the

retired Faction.

The research also concluded that the contemporary Arab educational

practices have undergone some improvements in terms of some of the quantity
indicators, while the rest were left without improvements. Regarding indicators
that measure the quality of the contemporary educational system, those were
negative in terms of the following four factors: illiteracy rates, enrollment rates in
the various education stages, the higher education, and the cultural and

educational indicators.

The deductions of the research also demonstrated the domination of

both the Explicative and the Gnosis trends and the retreat of the Demonstrative
trend which led to the formation of three epistemological authorities; the
authority of rhetoric, the authority of origin and the authority of permission. The
interaction resulted from the commonality of the two trends; the Explicative and
the Gnosis. These three authorities resulted in negative implications on the

contemporary Arab education system such as:
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Firstly: the spread of negative thinking; mythical and superstitious

thinking, thinking contrary to scientific thinking and methodologies; the spread of
dogmatism and fanaticism in thinking, concentration on the textual culture, the
spread of speech on the expense of productivity and creativity. The aspects of
the past dominated the contemporary Arab educational system on the expense
of learning how to face reality, controlling and solving its problems.

Secondly: the birth of some styles of duplicate thinking and the
confirmatory thinking through the reflection of the dominant epistemological
authorities on the duplicity of heritage and originality and the accompanying
fluctuation of the contemporary Arab educational thinking between the

orientation to the past and subordination.

Thirdly: the spread of essential and not existence education in the
contemporary Arab educational system. Indeed the essential approach was
affected by the impact of Gnosis on the awareness of the Arabs , the Essence
approach left various reflections on the status of the details as well as the entire
status of the Arab educational system demonstrated in several educational
aspects, the most prominent of which is the poor contribution of education to the
development process, the spread of external attribution practices, the
substitution of the intrinsic motivations of the individual for extrinsic motivations

in addition to the spread of educational alienation.

The research also concluded that the spread of both trends: the

Explicative and the Gnosis and the resulting birth of the three epistemological
authorities; speech, origin and permission, and the absence of the
Demonstrative trend based on the mind as the source in revealing facts and the
subjective reality that regulates the scientific methodology which contains the
total principles of mental, experience, intuition and revelation in all aspects of
life, are responsible for the deterioration of Arab education and culture, and for
the backwardness and inflexibility of the Arab nation as well as for the inability

of the Arab education system to face this reality and correct its path.
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